
September Greetings to the C-S Community!  

 

The opening of school this year is different than any other opening in the history of the District. We are 

welcoming our students, teachers and support staff back to our school buildings for the first time since 

Friday March 13. As our community is all-to-well aware, our school buildings were closed for over three 

months last school year due to the COVID 19 pandemic. Our teachers became virtual/remote educators 

and our students became virtual/remote students. And although virtual instruction has its advantages, 

we believe that nothing can substitute for the quality of the learning and the social-emotional 

development of in-person instruction. Therefore, we worked hard to plan for reopening of in-person 

instruction at C-S.  

The September issue of the District newsletter, posted on the website, has the theme:  “C-S Reopening 

Facts in Brief”. I encourage you to review the September Newsletter. You will see that our principals and 

directors have shared a brief overview of how our reopening will look in their building or department. 

 

Below are some of the most frequently asked questions and answers about the C-S Reopening Plan: 

 

How does C-S plan to reopen school in September?  

C-S will begin the school year in a Hybrid Model, meaning students attend in-person some days and 

learn remotely on other days.  This model allows staff to implement all the required health and safety 

protocols on school buses and within school buildings. A Hybrid Model will allow students to transition 

back to school while practicing and becoming comfortable with the new social distancing and face 

covering regulations. This model also allows the District to evaluate the effectiveness of health and 

safety procedures and make adjustments as needed. 

 

What are the most important health precautions parents practice at home? 

Parents should help their child practice effective hand washing and respiratory (coughing and sneezing) 

practices at home, so they are familiar with the expectations at school. Take your child’s temperature 

each morning before sending her/him to school. Students with temperatures above 100 degrees should 

remain at home and be seen by their health care provider. Finally, make sure your child has a face 

covering they are comfortable wearing and make sure they are wearing the face covering before coming 

to school each day.  

 

What is the school doing to screen students for COVID symptoms? 

All students and staff members will have their temperature taken before they enter the building each 

day. Anyone with a temperature above 100 degrees will be seen by the nurse for further evaluation.  If 

an individual exhibits a potential COVID symptom during the school day, s/he will be referred to their 

health care provider for evaluation and testing.  



What happens if there is a confirmed case of COVID in our school? 

The District will take our directions from the Steuben County Department of Health. Responses will 

include closing and sanitizing impacted areas in the building and isolation and quarantining of other 

students or staff members who came in close contact with the individual. The response may also include 

closing a building or both buildings for a period of time, depending on the specifics of the situation. In 

that case, all students would continue their education remotely while the building(s) was/were closed.  

 

Will students be able to return to in-person instruction full time this school year? 

 

We hope so! A lot will depend on how successful we are as a school community in implementing and 

practicing health, sanitization, screening and testing procedures. Another factor will be the infection 

rate in our area. If it remains low, we may be able to open for full in-person instruction later in the year. 

We will keep our school community informed as the school year progresses.  

 

Kathy Hagenbuch  

Superintendent of Schools  

 

 


